
Midway Report of MSU’s Academic Orientation Program covering June 11 - July 17

First-year students began to make connections with faculty members and their academic advisors during 
Academic Orientation Program (AOP). 

• 94% found Meet an MSU Professor presentation helpful.
• 97% found Planning My Learning Experience session helpful. 
• 99% rated their academic advising session helpful. 

First-year students are beginning to understand what our core values are and what it means to be a Spartan 
• 91% found the sessions that addressed building inclusive communities, engaging in the undergraduate 

education experience, and what it means to be a Spartan helpful. 
• 87% said that the Relationship Violence and Sexual Misconduct and Student Rights and Responsibilities 

sessions were helpful. 

First-year students began to connect with campus and neighborhood resources and services. 
• 95% reported that they more aware of resources MSU has to offer having attended AOP. 
• 95% found the Visit to a Residence Hall/Neighborhood Engagement Center Tour helpful. 

The top three most remembered messages by students
1. Fail Forward
2. Make Connections
3. Make Academics A Priority

Student comments about the program include:
• “I thought AOP was really great. Lots of fun meeting people and learning about the campus.”
• “AOP is a great experience. I would do it all again.”
• “The program was thorough and well-presented. The group leaders were wonderful, and most 

importantly, informative.”
• “I thoroughly enjoyed my experience at AOP. I found the staff to be extremely kind and helpful!”
• “Best 2 days of my summer.” 
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Helping students create a framework for success at MSU
MSU’s Academic Orientation and Transitions Office increases students’ sense of belonging to Michigan State 
University as they learn about their roles as members of an intellectual community and develop habits of the mind 
including curiosity, engagement, persistence, responsibility, metacognition, and inclusion.
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MSU students who 
attempt 30 or more 
credits in their first 
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graduation. To the left 
we show the fraction 
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registered for 15 or 
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semester achieving 
credit momentum.
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Survey Results: 4308 students completed an AOP survey. 
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Parents and family members appreciate learning about the undergraduate experience in and out of the class-
room during Parent Orientation Program (POP).

• 95% are satisfied with the information they learned about the undergraduate curriculum.
• 97% are satisfied with the information they learned about the academic advising and course enrollment 

processes.
• 97% are satisfied with the information they learned about the neighborhoods and engagement center 

resources during the Neighborhood Student Success Collaborative Programs and Services presentation. 
• 98% are satisfied with the information they learned about services offered to new students through the 

residence halls. 
• 94% are satisfied with the information they learned during the Relationship Violence and Sexual 

Misconduct and Student Rights and Responsibilities sessions.

What first-year Spartan parents and family members said about the Spartan Resource Guide: 
• 99% appreciate having helpful information in one document that they can use as their students 

transition to MSU. 

The top three most remembered messages by parents and family members
1. MSU has a multitude of resources and support services
2. MSU care about student success
3. Safety is a priority at MSU  

Survey Results: 715 of the parents and family members who attended a POP completed a survey. 

Attendance through July 17
First-Year Students

7,439

Attendance through July 17
Parents and Family Members

6,277

Peer Leadership
Students helping students

145

Students who gave deposit, but later cancelled:
 2017 Change 2018
In-State:  4.93%  .66% 4.28%
Domestic Out-of-State:  9.87% 2.55% 7.32%

Students who signed up for AOP but didn’t show up:
 2017 Change 2018
In-State:  0.99% .4% 1.39%
Domestic Out-of-State:  3.01% .57% 2.44%

STUDENTS MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Leaving A Spartan Footprint
To encourage students to think about their goals, learning plans, passions and purposes and to confirm that they 
belong at MSU, students are asked to write what they WILL do to leave their Spartan footprint on our campus, the 
nation, the world. We take their thoughts, hopes, and aspirations, and create a short video presentation that airs 
during Fall Convocation in the Breslin Center. Sample comments include:

• “I will make MSU my second home, where I am proud to say ‘I went there’.”
• “I will spread kindness and joy to the people I encounter daily. You never know who’s having a rough day.”

Lend A Hand 
Students ask questions, share stories, student transition tips, and make connections while learning about what it 
means to be a Spartan as they… 

• Donate food to the MSU Student Food Bank (50+ large boxes delivered to date) 
• Make fleece blankets for students who come from warm geographic regions and do not have resources for 

blankets
• Make teal ribbons for the GoTeal Campaign; make welcome cards for our international students
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